
periscope 

Psychiatrisch-Neurologische Wochenschrift 

(Oct. 14 1905.) 
1. Castration in Certain Cases of Mental Disease. Nacke. 

1. Castration in Mental Disease.—A plea for the legalizing of the steril- 
'ization of certain classes of the degenerate, idiots, imbeciles, criminals, etc. 
He recommends in the case of males the operation of vasectomy. 

(Oct. 21, 1905.) 
1. Women Nurses for the Male Insane. Hoppe. 

1. Women Nurses.—A plea for the employment of women nurses in 
the male wards of hospital's for' the insane with a short history of the 

■movement and a review , of some of'the literature. 
(Oct. 28, 1905.) 

1. Trichophytosis and Other Results of the Continuous Bath. Wurth. 
1. Results of the Continuous Bath.—The author calls attention to the 

possibility of infection with trichophyton tonsurans in the 'continuous bath. 
He also mentions other objections to its use. Among the accidents that 
result from its use are sudden lowering of blood pressure and collapse, 
while the more common troubles are maceration of 'the skin, which produces 
a tendency to decubitus in the aged and infirm, conjunctivitis from irrita¬ 
tion of the eyes and constant rubbing by catatonics and idiots,_ increase 

•of discharge in chronic otitis media, and disseminated infection in furus- 
■sculosis. 

(Nov. 4, 1905.) 
1. The Case Treatment of Epilepsy. 

1. Treatment of Epilepsy.—A short description of the Ceni method of 
treatment which has already been described in these pages. 

(Nov. 11, 1905.) 
1. Reform in the Care of the Insane in Rio de Janerio. Moreira. 

1. Reform in the Care of the Insane.—This article is a short description 
■ of a new institution for the care of the insane, illustrated by pictures of 
the different buildings and of interiors. It seems to be modern in every 
respect, comprising cottages for epileptics, infection and diseases, appliances 
for hydrotherapy, electrotherapy, mechanotherapy, with surgical, ophthal- 
mological, dental, anthropometric, photographic pathological departments 
.and a 'well equipped library. 

(Nov. 18, 1905.) 
1. The Development of Our Personal Care. Fuhrmann. 

1. Personal Care.—The author thinks that personal influences and har¬ 
monious and pleasing surroundings more important than electricity, mech¬ 
anotherapy dietetics, etc. This personal influence is best brought about 
by establishing a system of instruction and coming into contact with the 
patients in that way. 

(Nov. 25, 1905.) 
1. The Rhenish Provincial Asylum. 

1. The Rhenish Asylum.—A description of the hospital, with illustra¬ 
tions and plans of buildings. 

(D’ec. 2, 1905.) 
1. The Roots of Delusions in Everyday Life. Lomer. 

1. The Roots of Delusions.—The author speaks of a “physiological 
paranoia” as the result of certain habits of thought which become fixed. 
'He cites the case of the man who day after day occupies the same seat in a 
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tavern until he gets to think the seat belongs to him and flies into a passion 
if he finds someone else has taken it. Wholly pathological ideas grow up 
in this way and become fixed as motives for conduct. The firmer an 
association of this sort is formed in the environment the more powerfully 
does it influence conduct. These incorrect notions are most apt to be 
engrafted on the plastic mind of the youth who may be taught to receive 
things, uncritically, on faith. 

(Dec. 9, 1905.) 

1. The Observation Ward and the Continuous Bath in the Private Asy¬ 
lum. Erlenmeyer. 

1. Observation Ward.—The author was of the opinion that the obser¬ 
vation ward and the continuous bath having proved their usefulness and 
value in public hospitals for the insan.e should be introduced in the private 
ones. The two great objections were: First, the social objections, the 
patients or their relatives not desiring them to be associated with others; 
second, the feeling that they had come to a private institution for personal 
care and were therefore entitled to a single room. These objections had to 
be carefully and judiciously overcome in selected cases, but with such good 
results and such a marked diminution of the common accidents and dis¬ 
turbances arising as a result of isolation that two villas were built; one 
for men and one for women, having observation rooms and rooms for 
continuous 'baths adjoining. The patients also have single -rooms, but are 
brought into the general dormitory when their condition demands it. 

(Dec. 16, 1905.) 

1 The Continuous Night Watch. Starunger, Mauer-Oerling. 
l.-The Continuous Night Watch.—A report on the results of a question¬ 

naire addressed to general institutions for the insane on the character of 
their night service. 'Not of interest to American readers. 

(Dec. 23, 1905.) 

Contains only an article touching a judicial opinion. Optical interest 
only. 

(Dec. 30, 1905.) 

1. Clinics for Mental and Nervous Diseases. Sommer. 

1 . Clinics for Mental and Nervous Diseases.—A concise statement of 
his aims at his clinic in Giessen, and a plea for the closer union of neurol¬ 
ogy and psychiatry. 

(Jan. 6, 1906.) 

1. The Significance of Psychiatry for Pedagogy. Hermann. 

1. Psychiatry for Pedagogy.—An article mainly dilating on the im¬ 
proved attitude towards the mentally defective wrought by psychiatry in 
explaining the symptoms of their condition from a scientific standpoint, 
and thus in the educational treatment of these cases guaranteeing for each 
justice and humanity. 

(Jan. 13, 1906.) 

1. Female Nurses for Male Patients. Engelken, Jr. 
1. Female Nurses for Male Patients.—The author writes on this sub¬ 

ject after having investigated the systems in vogue in the asylums in 
England and 'Scotland. The article in general is a plea for the use under 
proper conditions of female nurses in the care of male patients. 

(Jan. 20, 1906.) 

1. Graphic Representation of the Maniacal Symptom Complexes. Bresler. 
1. Maniacal Symptom Complexes.—The author believes that the de¬ 

pressive and maniacal stages of manic-depressive insanity are not abso¬ 
lutely opposed to one another, and that therefore in the graphic represen¬ 
tation of a change from one stage to the other the curve should not cross 
the base line, thus indicating a return to the normal. He therefore indi¬ 
cates the depressive stages by an unbroken line and the maniacal stages by 
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a broken line, both of 'which he draws in curves above the base line rep¬ 
resenting the normal. He speaks of manic-depressive insanity as a simple 
periodic, depressive psychosis, with at times the occurrence of the mani¬ 
acal symptom complex. The author believes that the portions of the cortex 
involved in manic-depressive insanity are the nerve cells described by 
Cajal, with short axis cylinders, which have no specific functions, for ex¬ 
ample, either at the beginning or the end of the projection system, of fibers, 
but that they have a certain function in relation to these higher cells in 
regard to the direction and rapidity, etc., of movements. These cells, he 
thinks, present a different threshold value to irritants than the cells with 
long axis cylinders. 

(Jan. 27, 1906.) 

1. Occupation for Patients on Observation Wards. Chotzen. 
1. Occupation for Patients.—The author believes that patients with 

mild degress of excitement and anxiety can be to advantage employed in 
light, simple work, and he has devised a form' of work consisting of mak¬ 
ing up little fancy paper ornaments and binding them together in packages 
of one hundred each, which .he believes is a great help to this Class of 
patients. By keeping them occupied it makes the problem of watching 
them easier. White. 

Revue de Psychiatrie et de Psychologie Experimentale 

(May, 1906.) 

1. Historic Critique of Dementia Prsecox. Paul Juquelier. 
2. Musical Language and Its Disorders Among Hysterics. J. Ingegnieros. 
3. Pseudo Suicide of a General Paralytic. A. Delmas. _ ' 

1. Dementia Prcecox.—This article. is entirely historic, comprising a 
review of the literature and various views that have been held regarding 
this disease. The writer sums up in a general way by saying 'that we 
know that we have certain psychopathic states, and that the appearance 
of a series of hebephrenic and catatonic symptoms are to be considered as 
very grave. These cases are characterized by a feebleness of voluntary 
.attention, emotional indifference, psychic automatism, negativism or sug¬ 
gestibility and diminution of the mental images, stereotypy of attitudes, 
gestures and language. It is legitimate to give them the name of dementia 
prsecox imposed by usage, and sufficiently representative in spite of the 
objections that have been raised, especially from the point of view of the 
prognosis. . 

2. Musical Language and Its Disorders.—The author, after a brief dis¬ 
cussion of the psychology of music, in which he says that the human voice 
is a gesture and that music is vocal in origin, being an expression of the 
■emotions 'Characterizes the various hysterical diseases of the_ musical 
language as dysmusias, of which there are three varieties, amusia, which 
may be sensory or motor, hypermusia, including musical impulsions with 
crises of musical composition, being the auto-suggestive product of a fixed 
idea, and the paramusias, including colored hearing, musical phobias, etc. 

3. Pseudo Suicide of a General Paralytic—This article is the report of 
a case of a general paralytic whose death was the result of syncope fol¬ 
lowing the introduction of a handkerchief in his mouth. The patient was 
too demented to have had a consistent suicidal idea, and it was supposed 
that the handkerchief iwas placed in his mouth as the result of an automatic 
act, which accidentally resulted in his death. White. 

Miscellany 

Spinal Cord Degenerations in a Case of Acromegaly, with Tumor of 
the Pituitary Region. By Albert M. Barrett, M. D. (The Amer. 
Jour, of the Med. Sciences, February, 1906). 

The patient was sixty-six years old. The clinical features of the 


